
cold, heat, and limited water are just 

some of the challenges awaiting people who explore the 

earth’s deserts and poles. But dazzling ice cliffs and golden 

sand dunes await those brave enough to visit these unique, 

barren regions.

God’s original creation was perfect, full of fruit trees 

and clear rivers (Genesis 2:8–10). But when Adam and Eve 

rebelled against God and his command, they brought sin 

and suffering into the world (Romans 8:19–22). 

Eventually, the people on earth became so wicked that 

God punished them with a global flood (Genesis 7:11–12), 

but he saved Noah’s family and the animals on the ark. 

The flood reshaped the earth’s surface and altered its 

climate, leading to the formation of many of the extreme 

landscapes we see today. 
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Shipwrecks and whale bones are scattered in 
the desert sands along Africa’s  

Skeleton Coast.

High dunes from the 

Namib Desert

A desert is any place 
that gets less than 

10 inches (25 cm) of 
rain or snow each year.

The sand dunes in the 
Namib Desert can reach  

up to 1,300 feet (396 m) tall. 

That’s taller than the
Empire State  

Building!

The dead trees in the Namib Desert 
have stood for about 900 years, 

preserved by southern Africa’s dry air.

Deadvlei, Namibia

7978



The Sahara Desert is 
more than 16 times the 
size of France.

Sand dune  

avalanches 

are called  

“booming sands” 

because of the loud 

noise they make.

A large area of 
sand dunes is called an erg.

Every year, winds blow 

over 100 million tons of  

dust away from the Sahara Desert. 

That much dust is about the same weight as 

1,000 cargo ships.

The dust travels a couple of miles above the 

surface of the earth before settling in the 

ocean and on other continents.
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Scientists wonder if the perfect circle in 
the middle of the Sahara Desert came from a 
meteorite or a volcano.

The largest hot desert on earth is the Sahara Desert in Africa.

the Gobi Desert 
in Asia has hot 
summers and 
bitterly cold 
winters.

China has planted over 
88 billion trees, called 

the “Great Green Wall,” 
to stop the Gobi Desert 

from spreading.

Poplar trees in the 
Gobi Desert turning 
orange and yellow 
in the autumn.

A Different 
World

Before the flood, Noah and his family 

weren’t able to visit the Sahara Desert, 

the Amazon River, or the Rocky 

Mountains. The familiar landscapes 

we have today simply didn’t exist! 

While the people of Noah’s time 

had their own familiar rivers and 

mountains (Genesis 2:10; Psalm 104:6), 

the flood ripped apart and wiped away 

all traces of them (2 Peter 3:5–6). 

A year after the flood began, Noah 

and his family stepped off the ark 

into a completely different-looking 

world—a world that had been carved 

and shaped by water.

Tenoumer Crater, 
Mauritania

This crater is about a mile (2 km) wide.
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Natural rock sculptures shaped like 

mushrooms, 
castles, 

trees, 
turtles, 

bunnies, and 

fill the White Desert in Egypt.

chickens 

Lithops
look like colorful rocks, but they are actually tiny African desert plants!
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You’d probably say 

“Brr!” to the tundra. 

This cold, flat land with no 

trees is found in the Arctic and 

alpine regions near tops of 

mountains.

Although frozen soil called 

permafrost sits beneath 

the tundra, 400 kinds of 

flowers can still burst 

into bloom during the few 

weeks of summer. 

Tundra flowers blooming

Arctic Hare

Musk Ox

Polar Bear

Arctic Fox

Reindeer herds aren’t the only animals that live in the Arctic tundra. The musk ox, polar bear, arctic fox, and arctic hare do too.

A herd of wild reindeer
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was found 
in the ocean 

near the 
north pole.

Pollen 

from a 

palm tree Icebergs can be as large  
as the state of Rhode Island!

Small icebergs called growlers are the size of a grand piano.

Large icebergs 

called Bergy Bits 

are as big as 

a cabin.

89



The  
Arctic VS Antarctica

•	 The coldest, driest, and windiest 
continent on earth

•	 South Pole located here

•	 Lowest temperature  
-117ºF (-83ºC)

•	 Highest temperature 10ºF 
(-12ºC), never above freezing

•	 Home of penguins

•	 0 people permanently live here 
(scientists and tourists only visit)

Antarctica

Whales spouting near Greenland

One Ice Age
After the flood, plants must have grown and thrived 

all over the world, including Antarctica. Then, as the earth settled 

because the tectonic plate movements slowed, the continuing volcanic 

eruptions filled the sky with ash that blocked sunlight and cooled the land.

The planet entered a unique time called the ice age. An ice age can’t just happen 

randomly. Special ingredients such as very warm oceans are needed, and those 

ingredients could only come from a worldwide flood. So we know there was only 

one ice age because there was only one worldwide flood.

During the ice age, the land at the top and bottom of the globe was covered in 

huge ice sheets. In fact, a lot of the snow at the North and South Poles is left over 

from that unique time in earth’s history.

•	 Made primarily of 
ice covering the 
Arctic Ocean

•	 North Pole 
located here

•	 Lowest temperature 
-58ºF (-50ºC)

•	 Highest temperature 
55ºF (13ºC)

•	 Home of polar bears

•	 4 million people 
permanently 
live here

The Arctic
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Antarctica reigns as the world’s largest 
desert, but it’s a cold one.
The whole continent receives only about 6 inches  
(150 mm) of precipitation a year, mostly as snow.

Before the ice age, lush rainforests covered Antarctica.

No country owns 
Antarctica, but 

7 different countries 
claim parts of it.

Argentine Esperanza 
Station in the Antarctic

Antarctica doesn’t experience 

People usually don’t feel icequakes, 

many earthquakes, but it has 

but they hear loud popping noises.

hundreds of thousands of icequakes.
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