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Top o' the IMorning to Ya!

It’s early morning on the Emerald Isle.
Gaze ahead as the sun rises on the
cool, green pastures dotted with graz-
ing sheep. Listen to the waves crash at
the staggering Cliffs of Moher as their
towering crags ascend majestically
from the sea. Catch the earthy scent
of sheep and cattle, fertile meadows,
and dense forests. Step into a local
restaurant and taste the rich flavors
of a land known for its butter and
potatoes. Run your hand over the soft
wool of a pastured lamb or the rough,
stony exterior of an age-old castle.
Tune in as lively folk music entertains
and delights all who listen.

From the lush meadows of its coun-
tryside to the cobblestone streets of its
cities, there is something to delight the
senses everywhere we turn in Ireland.
So journey with us to Emerald Crossing:
An Irish Adventure Through Psalm 23.
Every stop along our path will teach us
about the Good Shepherd and how he
cares for his sheep. Like David discov-
ered throughout his life, first as a shep-
herd and later as a king, we’ll discover
important truths such as:

* Ican be a child of God and have the
Lord as my shepherd.

* Ineed the Lord to lead me on the
right path through his Word.

* Ican turn to the Lord for comfort
when I'm feeling anxious or afraid.

» Ican have an attitude of gratitude
in every situation.

» Ineed to be on the lookout for God’s
goodness and mercy, my traveling
companions through life.

Beauty and adventure await us each
day at Emerald Crossing, where lads
and lasses will gather at the Emer-
ald Isle Assembly. This high-energy
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beginning includes wacky intros, lively
songs, a Mission Moment, and prayer.

Then they’re off to rotate through
five fun sites:

Flock Talk Time, where Bible les-
sons are taught in creative,
hands-on ways.

Celtic Corner Science and Crafts,
where kids will create their own
crafts and explore God’s world
through science activities.

Still Water Snacks, where kids enjoy
scrumptious Irish fare.

Green Meadow Games, the rambunc-
tious rec time where kids join in
some lively competition.

Top o’ the Morning Missions, Music,
and Memory Verses, where kids
sing songs, learn their memory
verses, or go in-depth with the Mis-
sion Moment featuring Children’s
Hunger Fund.

Finally, everyone heads back to the
Emerald Isle Assembly for the closing,
where there’s more singing, contest
results, and the highly anticipated
daily drama. Lads and lasses will be
introduced to an Irish sheep farmer
named Grandpa Fitz, who runs Still-
water Farm. Through some challenges,
some fun, and a few big surprises,
Grandpa Fitz shows how the Lord
has been his comforter and guide his
whole life.

So pull on your work boots, grab
your walking staff, and get ready for a
grand ol’ time at Emerald Crossing!

Our Goal

We are so thankful for how God has
chosen to use the Answers VBS pro-
grams over the past years! But why

did we decide to embark on such an



undertaking in the first place? And
why are we still at it by God’s grace?
Our primary goal has always been
to bring God glory by boldly and
unashamedly proclaiming him to
a strategic group—young people!
From both a biblical and statistical
point of view, young people are a big
deal. They’re not only awesome—we
love ’em!—but they’re also dearly
cherished by our Lord and tend to be
softhearted toward spiritual things.
Researchers generally agree most
people become Christians when
they’re children, so it’s apparent this
age group is a huge mission field!
Children are loved by their Creator,
and Jesus said to let them come to
him (Luke 18:16). We want children to
come to Christ and not be hindered in
any way from doing so. To that end,
we combine a biblically rich VBS with
off-the-charts, irresistible fun. In a
day and age when content sometimes

suffers, we don’t want to sacrifice
rich teaching. But it’s also crucial that
the most exciting book in the world
not come across as boring or irrel-
evant. We want to reflect our creative,
inspiring, joy-giving God who made
laughter and fun.

So why do we do it? We want kids
around the world to hear about and
personally meet our awesome God
and understand how they can receive
eternal life through repentance and
faith in Christ Jesus. We believe VBS is
a great way to introduce them to God,
as it is one of the biggest outreaches of
the year for most churches.

We pray you will find that every
prayer prayed, every minute invested,
every dollar spent, and every word
spoken will bring God glory as you
reach kids for Christ. Just remember—
VBS is worth it. May God richly bless
your VBS. We’re praying for youl!

Frequentlyg Asked Questions

The content of Emerald Crossing may be new to you. For a list of helpful articles
on the topics covered in this VBS program, please visit AnswersVBS.com/

emeraldfaq.
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Terms to Rnow

Throughout the VBS curriculum, vari-
ous terms will be used. Here is a list of
some of the most common terms you
should know.

Lads and Lasses: Terms used
when referring to children
during VBS week.

Travel Groups: Groups of children
(individual classes) named after
animals that live in Ireland, such as
Hedgehogs, Red Deer, Sheepdogs,
and Irish Hares.

Group Guides: Group leaders who
lead the travel groups from place
to place during VBS. No teaching is
required for this position.

Flock Talk Time: Bible and apologetics
lesson time.

Shepherds: Teachers of the Flock
Talk Time.

Celtic Corner Science and Crafts:
Rotation site where crafts are
made and science experiments
are explored.

Still Water Snacks: Indoor or outdoor
location where snacks are served.
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Green Meadow Games: Indoor or out-
door site (outdoor is preferred) for
recreation time.

Top o’ the Morning Missions, Music,
and Memory Verses: Rotation sites
where kids can spend additional
time learning songs, memory verses,
and missions.

Good as Gold Memory Verse: Daily
Bible verse to learn.

Animal Pals: Our friendly animal
mascots that remind us of the main
theme of each day.

Toddlers: 2—-4-year-olds.

Pre-Primaries: 4-6-year-olds or chil-
dren ages 4 through those who have
completed kindergarten.

Primaries: 6-9-year-olds or children
who have completed grades 1-3.

Juniors: 9-12-year-olds or children
who have completed grades 4-6.

For multiage K-6 travel groups, we
recommend using the material for the
Primaries.



Staff Devotions

Devotion I: The Lord Is IMNy Shepherd

The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. Psalm 23:1

There’s no doubt about it—our kids
are anxious. Over 22% of children are
in therapy, while 40% of high school-
ers have experienced persistent hope-
lessness or sadness. They deal with
household substance abuse, parental
incarceration, neighborhood violence,
and unmet basic needs. Social media,
interpersonal relationship drama, and
world events all contribute to instabil-
ity among our youth. They don’t know
where to turn for comfort.

Moralistic, therapeutic deism is a
dominant worldview among their
parents. They believe in a god—a
supreme being—who has no con-
nection to the world he created, no
personal involvement in their lives,
and no demands on how they live.
This worldview has an appearance
of morality—the highest good is
to be good to others—but no basis
for saying one action is wrong and
another is right. They ignore the
biblical foundation for morality and
instead impose their own idea of right
and wrong; morality is based on “my
truth” rather than absolute truth. And
this worldview is therapeutic—the
purpose for living is my own personal
happiness; there is no higher purpose.

Without an anchor for their soul
and the knowledge of a sovereign
Savior who loves them and is work-
ing out all things for their good, it’s
no wonder our kids are lost. They’re
wandering on the wrong path of their
own making, filled with worry and
fear, depressed about their lack of

happiness, and unsure of what the
future holds for them.

This week, we are introducing kids
to the gentle Good Shepherd through
the life of David and Psalm 23. They
will meet the God who created them
in his image, with great care, for his
glory, and the good of all of us. The
God who loved the world so much
that he gave his Son as a sacrifice for
sin. The God who leads us on the right
path, who offers comfort in every
trial, who provides for all our needs,
and in whom every promise is “yes”
and “amen.”

Today, as you prepare to share with
the children, first remind yourself of
who Jesus is—is he your shepherd?
Have you crossed from being a lost
sheep to a beloved member of his
fold? Does he know you (John 10:14)?
Do you run to the chief shepherd
and overseer of your soul when you
are anxious (1 Peter 2:25)? Is he the
shepherd and rock on which you
build your life (Genesis 49:24)? Do you
know that he will lovingly carry you
forever (Psalm 28:9)?

What amazing mercy that we
can say, “The Lord is my shepherd.”
That the Creator of the universe is
my personal shepherd. Is he yours?
May we pray that we live our lives
in light of this Good Shepherd as the
Puritans did.

Lord of all being,

There is one thing that deserves my
greatest care,
that calls forth my ardent desires,
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