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Take an amazing tour through the pages of this book as the world’s 

true history is shared through unique, world-class exhibits. Experience 

the reality of Noah’s Ark, an immense wooden ship built to biblical 

dimensions to survive the violent forces of the global Flood. See 

common-sense solutions that would have enabled eight people to care 

for the animals. Discover the Ark’s remarkable animal kinds, based on 

a multi-year study of both living and extinct creatures.

Now experience a special overview of the 120,000-square foot Ark 

Encounter that includes:

Detailed displays of the architecture of the Ark, 

pre-Flood world, intelligence of ancient man, as well 

as design features and living quarters for the family

Sensible solutions for collecting water, removing 

waste, and minimizing manual labor with effective 

cage designs

Beautiful photos that capture the quality and 

artistic beauty of this extraordinary presentation  

of the Genesis account.

Far from being a fairy tale or a myth, the Ark Encounter challenges  

believers to realize that the Book of Genesis accurately records the 

history of real events. Every inch of this timber-framed structure  

challenges the secular attacks on Scripture. Featuring designs based 

on clues from ancient cultures, the Ark Encounter brings the biblical 

account to life and shows that humanity does have its roots in the  

courageous, faithful family that trusted God.

Step back in time and explore 
 one of the best-known biblical events  

at the Ark Encounter!

TRAVEL/Museums, Tours, Points of Interest 
RELIGION/Biblical Studies/Old Testament
$24.99 U.S.
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When I thought about the Ark Encounter and 

the design of the Ark and its interior, I tried 

to put myself in the place of Noah and imagine 

how he might have thought about the daunting 

responsibility that God had given him: to build 

a wooden ship that would house and feed the 

future of all humanity (he and his family) and the 

animal world that God would bring to him, a ship 

that would weather a global storm of monstrous 

proportions for an unknown period of time on the 

sea without means of a sail or rudder. What a man 

of faith and resources Noah must have been.

The Bible says he was a man of faith, righteous 

in his generation, willing to surrender to God’s 

call on his life and do as God commanded 

in a generation and culture that was totally 

antagonistic to God. He must have been mocked 

and ridiculed, yet for decades he faithfully worked 

to build the Ark with his family.

The walk through the Ark Encounter is the story 

of Noah and his family.  Who was he and how did 

he accomplish this task?  How was he trained for 

such a project? How did he know what to do? 

Did God give him a blueprint to follow or did 

God allow him to figure it out? How did he know 

how many animals would come, how much food 

to place on board, and what kind of food was 

required?

Each floor of the Ark tells a different part of 

Noah’s journey. Deck One is filled with animal 

cages of various sizes, food stores in pots and 

bags, water storage, and everything needed to 

build a life over again: wagons, furniture, tools, 

raw materials, seeds, plants. The ship is full. God 

shuts the door, lightning flashes, thunder crashes, 

and the family prays for safety as the journey 

begins.

Introduction
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Deck Two focuses on how Noah could build the 

Ark and care for the animals during the Flood. 

How did he aquire the necessary skills to build the 

Ark? How did he provide clean air, sunlight, water 

distribution, and waste removal? How could eight 

people care for all the animals on the ship and 

themselves for over a year? The exhibits provide 

realistic and researched solutions.

J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  t h e  A R K  E N C O U N T E R

Deck Three answers important questions related 

to the Flood and its effects on our world. Is there 

evidence for a global Flood? Was there an Ice 

Age? Was ancient man highly advanced? Most 

importantly, it explains the Gospel and the main 

purpose of the Ark Encounter: to lead people to 

Christ—our Ark who brings us through this life to 

eternal safety if we place our trust in Him.

We live in a world that is becoming more negative 

towards biblical truth each day, and my prayer 

is that your faith will be renewed as you walk 

through this one-of-a-kind display of biblical 

history. The Ark was real, Noah’s Flood was real, 

and God’s Word is real. May the God of all truth 

richly bless you this day.

Patrick Marsh
Vice President of Attractions Design for the

Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter
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Catching sight of this engineering marvel 

from the shuttle bus shatters childhood 

notions of a cute little bathtub ark. Stretching 

510 feet in length, 85 feet in width, and 51 

feet in height, this Ark was built to biblical 

proportions, literally. 

On July 5, 2016, the board of directors of 

Answers in Genesis laid these 12 stones as 

a memorial to God’s provision, recalling the 

Lord’s instruction to the Israelites after they 

crossed the Jordan River. 

Ark Exterior and Grounds
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The bow end of the Ark, as seen from the 

back, provides visitors with a great view of 

the bow fin and the exterior made of radiata 

pine from New Zealand.   



J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  t h e  A R K  E N C O U N T E R

Reaching just over 100 feet high at the top of the 

bow fin, the Ark stands about as tall as a ten-

story building. The view of this massive structure 

from the front of Emzara’s Kitchen helps guests 

understand how Noah could have fit all those animals 

on board.
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The ramp shows how 

Noah’s family and 

the animals may have 

boarded the Ark. 

A beautiful view of 

the bow from behind 

the Ark. 

God instructed Noah 

to put a door in the 

side of the Ark. At 

the Ark Encounter, 

a representation of 

this door is found at 

the top of the ramp. 
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The location of the Ark Encounter among the 

hills of Kentucky affords some gorgeous 

photo opportunities that will only improve in time 

as more landscaping is completed around the 

structure. 

The strategically placed viewing area in front of 

the lake allows guests to take in a spectacular 

view of the Ark and its reflection. This site is one 

of the most popular locations for family and large 

group photographs.

Stunning sunrises and sunsets are frequently 

witnessed at the property. 
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Queue and Ramp

Upon arriving at the Ark Encounter, guests 

enter the queue, which winds its way under 

the Ark and features a number of props that 

would have been helpful in building and loading 

the Ark. A large ramp leads to the first deck.

J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  t h e  A R K  E N C O U N T E R
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deck one

Meander through a maze of hundreds of 

small animal cages as the sounds of exotic 

creatures and a raging storm usher in a sense of 

awe and wonder.

Small Animal Cages
Throughout the Ark, you will see devices that 

Noah and his family may have used for efficient 

animal care.

For these small cages, food and water could 

periodically be loaded into the boxes and clay jars, 

so the rations could be dispensed into containers 

in the cages as they were consumed. 
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First Floor Show

In contrast to the popular, overly cute Ark and Flood images the Ark 

Encounter immediately sets the somber, realistic tone of a family about 

to endure the greatest trial of their lives. See Noah gather his family for 

prayer when the rain started pounding outside the Ark.



In this first encounter with Noah’s family, 

you may notice the middle brown tone of 

their skin. Every person from all nations 

descended from the eight people on the 

Ark, so it makes sense to depict them with 

shades of middle brown skin, which would 

allow for a wide diversity of skin tones 

among their descendants.
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The large open area offers the first glimpses 

of the Ark’s magnificent sculpted animals. 

Large cages line both sides of the hull. Cages on 

the port side contain familiar varieties, such as 

bears, sloths, deer, and pigs. The enclosures on 

the starboard side contain animals that have gone 

extinct since the Flood, 

such as pterosaurs and 

scutosaurs.   

The cages feature signs with fun facts regarding 

their respective animal kinds. This area also 

contains large illustrated billboard signs to help 

guests understand which animals were required 

on the Ark, including the now-extinct animals 

mentioned above. But the marine creatures were 

not on board, and there was no need to bring 

large, full-grown adults of each kind.

Introduction to Animal Kinds

Even the strange looking caseids, a 

family of non-mammalian synapsids, 

had a home on the Ark. 
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D E C K  O N E

Every animal fabricated for the Ark 

Encounter is a carefully crafted 

reconstruction based on studies of the 

fossil remains.

Certain features of the Ark’s animals 

may seem unusual, but most are all 

still recognizable as members of their 

respective kinds.
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Some varieties of azhdarchid pterosaurs, like 

Quetzalcoatlus northropi, stood as tall as a giraffe and 

were the largest of all known flying creatures. 

J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  t h e  A R K  E N C O U N T E R
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In addition to the large billboard signs, several 

smaller signs address common questions about 

the Ark. Visitors can learn how freshwater fish 

survived the Flood, whether insects were required 

on the Ark, if Noah brought 7 or 14 animals of 

each flying creature and clean animal, how Ark 

researchers determined the number of Ark animals, 

and much more.

D E C K  O N E

The pig kind represented by Platygonus.

19



Storage

The Lord instructed Noah to take food for his 

family and for all the animals (Genesis 6:21). 

Much of the vessel would have been filled with 

foodstuffs, water, and other items.

The short, wide earthenware represent liquid 

storage containers. Oil from plants, such as 

olives, could have been stored as a fuel source 

for the lamps seen throughout the Ark. Most of 

the water could have been stored in cisterns on 

the second and third decks, but a backup supply 

of drinking water could have been held in these 

broad containers.  
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D E C K  O N E

Throughout the Ark, stacks of storage bags like these 

represent the vast amount of seeds, nuts, and dried 

fruits and vegetables used as food for the people and 

animals.
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